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House of Representatives
The House met at 10 a.m. and was

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. BURR of North Carolina).

f

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
May 18, 2000.

I hereby appoint the Honorable RICHARD
BURR of North Carolina to act as Speaker
pro tempore on this day.

J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

f

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

Heavenly Father, in this our new
day, reinforce the lines of our minds
and set our hopes completely on the
power that comes only from You and
Your revelation.

Like obedient children, do not allow
us to act in compliance that comes
from former ignorance. Rather, redi-
rect our minds and hearts to You and
the architects of this Nation, for You
have called us to serve Your people.

As our calling comes from One who
loves us and is holy, so let us become
holy in every aspect of our conduct.
For it is written, ‘‘Be holy because I
am holy.’’

You speak and we respond to You
who lives now and forever. Amen.

f

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from New York (Mr. CROW-
LEY) come forward and lead the House
in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. CROWLEY led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

f

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. It is the
Chair’s intention to take up to 10 one-
minute speeches on each side.

f

THE U.S. IS NOT THE WORLD’S
POLICEMAN

(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, I was
pleased to learn earlier this week that
the United Nations diplomats for the
first time in 30 years, three decades,
will finally reconsider the allocation of
peacekeeping costs.

Mr. Speaker, it is about time. Cur-
rently 30 countries pay 98 percent of
the U.N.’s peacekeeping budget, while
158 countries pay only 2 percent, re-
gardless of their economic perform-
ance. In addition, it is the United
States’ share of nearly one-third of
that cost of the United Nations peace-
keeping overall budget that bothers
most of us.

Since 1973, when payment propor-
tions were established, the economies
of many of the member nations have
improved tremendously. Now these na-
tions can afford to pay their fair share,
but unfortunately they just do not
want to.

Mr. Speaker, it is about time that
the member nations pay their fair

share of U.N. peacekeeping costs. The
United States cannot afford nor should
it be called upon to be the world’s po-
liceman and its banker.

I yield back once and for all the un-
fair U.N. peacekeeping payment system
that has punished the U.S. and our tax-
payers for too long.

f

CONDEMNING TREATMENT OF 13
IRANIAN JEWS

(Mr. CROWLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to condemn the actions of the
Iranian government for their treat-
ment of the 13 Iranian Jews they now
hold. Numerous Members of this body
and the international community have
come forward to express their outrage
at this travesty of justice, and I join
them in their anger.

Mr. Speaker, these 13 Jews have been
wrongly imprisoned. Some have even
been forced to confess to imagined
crimes.

When President Katami was elected
in Iran, it was on a platform of modera-
tion and reform supported by all the
Iranian people. In response to his elec-
tion, the United States made good will
overtures toward Iran, including the
lifting of sanctions on the import of
Iranian foodstuffs like pistachios and
carpets, as well as the easing of travel
restrictions.

Yet, despite the rejection of hard-lin-
ers in the last election, the leaders in
Iran are still on the wrong track. At a
time when the United States has
sought to improve relations with the
Iranian people, the government of Iran
must reciprocate and respect funda-
mental human rights and act as a re-
sponsible member of the world commu-
nity. When travesties such as this trial
continue, it should concern us about
our policy towards Iran. The Iranian
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government must put an end to this
travesty, free the 13 and leave them
and their families to live in peace.

I urge my colleagues to speak out on
this issue and cosponsor H. Con. Res.
307, expressing the sense of Congress
regarding the ongoing prosecution and
persecution of 13 members of the Ira-
nian Jewish community.

f

IN SUPPORT OF PNTR WITH CHINA

(Mr. TERRY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TERRY. Mr. Speaker, there is no
doubt in my mind that a negative vote
on permanent normal trade relations
will hinder the further democratization
and human rights in China. We have a
moral imperative to make China’s
trade permanent with us. If we truly
care about improving human rights,
the U.S. cannot seal off one-fourth of
the world’s population. To do so would
ignore the ills we seek to remedy.

PNTR will not only benefit com-
merce between our two countries. It
will also allow for cultural and reli-
gious exchanges. Ignoring China will
not bring freedom for religious expres-
sion. It will not end China’s cruel pol-
icy of limiting family size. It will not
stop their horrific policy of forced
abortions. Ignoring China will not
bring about democracy. Isolating China
will only separate our two countries
even further and close off avenues nec-
essary to improve human rights or es-
tablish religious freedom.

f

VOTE AGAINST ANTIMISSILE SYS-
TEM WILL SAVE TAXPAYERS
BILLIONS

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, today’s
edition of the New York Times on page
A–21 has an article which I think would
be very interesting to the Members of
this House. The headline is ‘‘Anti-
missile Systems Flaw Was Covered Up,
Critic Says.’’

Now, this House is due to vote on a
defense authorization bill today, $2.2
billion of which will go for an anti-
missile defense system. This report in
the New York Times claims that the
Pentagon and its contractors have
tried to hide failures that have shown
up in the testing of this system where
the system cannot distinguish between
decoys and the real thing.

Now, this New York Times article
points out there are allegations of
fraud, there are allegations of a com-
pany faking antimissile tests and eval-
uations of computer programs, and
that there is an elaborate hoax in-
volved here.

Save the taxpayers $2.2 billion. Re-
commit this legislation. Do not vote
for a hoax. Do not vote for fraud.

SSI FRAUGHT WITH WASTE,
FRAUD AND ABUSE

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, in the 1970s,
the Federal Government created the
SSI program to assist the elderly, the
blind and the disabled. Since the 1970s,
the program has become fraught with
waste, fraud and abuse. Prisoners, ille-
gal aliens and drug addicts all drain re-
sources from this program. Saddest of
all, parents are getting their children
to lie in order to bilk SSI benefits from
the government.

For example, two parents in Michi-
gan had their children lie to doctors
about their medical condition so they
could receive $42,639 in SSI benefits per
year. Meanwhile, they locked their
children in the basement of their home,
physically abused them and forced
them to steal for them.

The Federal Government should not
be subsidizing child abusers, especially
with taxpayer moneys reserved for the
elderly and the disabled. As we decide
spending levels in our budget, let us
also focus on eliminating waste, fraud
and abuse from the Federal Govern-
ment.

f

AMERICAN BORDERS WIDE OPEN

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, there
is no war on drugs or terrorism in
America. There is a war on kids. There
are more prisons, more police, more
Federal agents, more drugs than ever.
It is unbelievable.

The reason is very simple. Our bor-
ders are wide open. Wide open, ladies
and gentlemen. Heroin and cocaine
coming in by the ton, and a nuclear
warhead can literally be smuggled
across the border.

Beam me up. A nation that does not
secure their borders is a nation with-
out security. Today we can pass the
Traficant amendment that does not
mandate but allows the use of troops
on the border.

I yield back Osama bin Laden some-
day perhaps at our border, and that is
no joke.

f

INTERNATIONAL ABDUCTION

(Mr. LAMPSON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, we can
no longer sit back and watch as Amer-
ican children are being kept apart from
their parents. As a father and a grand-
father, I cannot imagine the pain these
parents and families go through on a
daily basis. Today I will tell the story
of Montasir Imran Khan, who was ab-
ducted to Saudi Arabia by his father
Imran Mohammed Khan.

Montasir was born in 1992, and when
he was 5 years old he was taken by his
father. His mother has had no contact
with him and is not sure of his exact
whereabouts. Montasir was issued a
U.S. passport and it was used for travel
on August 23, 1997. He and his father
were confirmed on a flight from Se-
attle to London, and it is believed they
traveled from there to Saudi Arabia.
The father has a temporary residence
there and had threatened to take
Montasir to that country.

Unfortunately, international child
abduction can happen to anyone’s
child, and this is the biggest reason
why we all need to work together rath-
er than bury our heads in the sand and
ignore this issue.

Keeping children safe has become my
mission while serving in the House of
Representatives. Mr. Speaker, I chal-
lenge every one of my colleagues to
join me and help bring our children
home.

f

PRESCRIPTION DRUG COVERAGE
FOR SENIORS

(Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland. Mr.
Speaker, America is the most pros-
perous Nation on Earth and yet some
seniors are forced to choose between
putting food on the table and the pre-
scription drugs they need to lead
healthy and productive lives. That is
just not right.

Republicans are working to make
sure that is a choice seniors no longer
have to make. While I share the goal of
President Clinton and Democrats in
Congress, their proposal may endanger
existing drug coverage that some sen-
iors already have.

b 1015
It could give the Federal government

too heavy a hand in controlling drug
benefits and deny seniors the right to
select the coverage that best fits their
needs.

Republicans have a voluntary plan to
make prescription drug coverage af-
fordable and available to American
seniors. Republicans are working to
protect seniors from runaway drug
costs so that their retirement remains
secure and they have greater peace of
mind. That is a brighter future for
every American.

f

IRAN MUST END ABUSES OF
HUMAN, CIVIL AND RELIGIOUS
RIGHTS
(Mr. MENENDEZ asked and was

given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today on behalf of the 13 innocent indi-
viduals who were arbitrarily arrested
by the Iranian regime over one year
ago solely because of their religious be-
liefs. The 13 are Jewish. In Iran that
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